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ABBREVIATIONS 


— vo 
ABM anti-ballistic missile 
ACCJ American Chamber of Commerce in Japan 
ADB Asian Development Bank 
ADRs american depositary receipts 
AEC Atomic Energy Commission 
AIDS acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
ANC African National Congress 
AP Associated Press 
APEC Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
ASDF Air Self-Defense Force | 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
: AWACS Airbome Warming and Control System 
— - 
BIS Bank of International Settlements 
BOJ Bank of Japan 
— C— 
CAPTAIN Character and Pattern Telephone Access Information 
Network 
CATV community antenna television 
CB covertible bond 
CCD charge-coupled device 
CD certificate of deposit 
CFCs chlorofluorocarbons 
CHONGRYUN General Association of Korean Residents in Japan 
CIA Central Intelligence Agency 
CIS Commonwealth of Independent States 
CP commercial paper 
CTBT Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
CWAJ College Women’s Association in Japan 
— [) 
DAT digital audio tape 
DEA Drug Enforcement Administration 
DPJ Democratic Party of Japan 
DRAMs dynamic random-access memories 
— - — 
EBRD European Banks for Reconstruction and Development 
EC European Communities 
ECOSOC Economic and Social Council 
EDTV extended-definition television 
EFTA European Free Trade Association 
EMS European Monetary System 
EPA Economic Planning Agency 
ERM European Exchange Rate Mechanism 
ESA European Space Agency 
ESCAP U.N. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
EU European Union 
an F aes 
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization 
FBI Federal Bureau of Investigation 
FCCJ Foreign Correspondents’ Club of Japan 
FDA Food and Drug Administration 
FRB Federal Reserve Board 


FTC Fair Trade Commission 
— (5 — 
GAO General Accounting Office 
GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
GCC Gulf Cooperation Council 
GDP Gross domestic product 
GENSUKIN Japan Congress Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 
GENSUIKYO Japan Council Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 
GM General Motors Corp. 
GNP Gross national product 
GSDF Ground Self-Defense Force 
i 
HDTV High-definition television 
HFCs Hydrofluorocarbons 
HIV human immunodeficiency virus 
SS 
IAA International Association of Art 
IAEA International Atomic Energy Agency 
IATA International Air Transport Association 
lOCT Institute for New Generation Computer Technology 
ICPR International Commission on Radiological Protection 
IDU International Democrat Union 
IEA International Energy Agency 
IFC International Finance Corp. 
ISS International Institute for Strategic Studies 
ILO International Labor Organization 
IMF International Monetary Fund 
INTELSAT International Telecommunications Satellite Organization 
INTERPOL International Criminal Police Organization 
lOC International Olympic Committe 
IP! International Press Institute 
IRA Irush Republic Army 
IWC International Whaling Commission 
IVANS International Value-Added Networks 
— jj — 
JAA Japan Artistis’ Association 
JAAF Japan Amateur Athletic Federation 
JAIA Japan Automobile Importers’ Association 
JAIDO Japan International Development Organization 
JAMA Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association 
JAMSTEC Japan Maritime Science and Technology Center 
JANCPEC Japan National Committee for Pacific Economic 
Cooperation 
JASA Japan Amateur Sports Association 
JATA Japan Association of Travel Agents 
JCCI Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
JCP Japan Communist Pary 
JET Japan Exchange and Teaching Program 
JETRO Japan External Trade Organizaition 
JICA Japan International Cooperation Agency 
JICHIRO (ZENNIHON JICHIDANTAI RODOKUMIAI) ALL Japan Prefec- 
tural and Municipal Workers’ Union 
JOC Japan Olympic Committee 
— oe 
KANKEIREN (KANSAI KEIZAI RENGOKAI) Kansai Economic Federa- 
tion 
KEDO Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization 
KEIDANREN (KEIZAI DANTAI RENGOKAI) Japan Federation of Eco- 
nomic Organizations 
KEIZAI nee Japan Association of Corporate Executives 
— | — 
LBO selena buyout 
LDP Liberal Democratic Party 
LSI large-scale integration 
— i —__ 
M&A merger and acquisition 
MIA missing in action 
MIPRO Manufactured Imports Promotion Organization 
MITI Ministry of International Trade and Industry 
MOSS Market-Oriented, Sector-Selective 
MPD Metropolitan Police Department 
MSDF Martime Self-Defense Force 
— 
NAFTA North American Free Trade Agreement 
NASA National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
NASDA National Space Development Agency 
NASDAQ National Association of Securities Dealers Automated 
Quotations 


JAPAN TIMES INDEX (January 2004) 


NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
NGO nongovernmental organization 
NHK (NIHON HOSO KYOKAIl) Japan Broadcasting Corp. 
NICHIBENREN (NIHON BENGOSHI RENME}) Japan Federation of 
Bar Associations 
NIEs Newly Industrializing Economies 
NIKKEIREN (NIHON KEIEISHA DANTAI RENMEI) vapen Federation of 
Employers’ Associations 
NIKKYOSO (NIHON KYOSHOKUIN KUMIAI) Japan Teachers’ Union 
NPA National Police Agency 
NPO nonprofit organization 
NTT Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corp. 
NYMEX New York Mercantile Exchange 
NYSE New York Stock Exchange 
ek ow 
OAPEC Organization of Arab Petroleum het Countries 
OAS Organization of American States 
OAU Organization of African Unity 
OCCI Osaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
ODA Official Development Assistance 
OECD Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
OECF Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund > 
OPEC Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
OSI open systems’ interconnection . 
OTC over-the-counter 
cas tities 
PCBs polychlorinated biphenyl! | 
PECC Pacific Economic Cooperation Conference 
PEN Poets and playwrights, Essayists and editors, and Novelists 
PKF Peace Keeping Forces 
PKO Peace Keeping Operation 
PLO Palestine Liberation Organization 
POWs prisoners of war 
—R— 
R&D research and development | 
RENGO (ZENNIHON MINKAN RODOKUMIAI RENGOKAI) Japanese 
Private Sector Trade Union Confederation 
ROK Republic of Korea 
ae 
SAS Scandinavian Airlines System | 
SDF Self-Defense Forces 
SDI Strategic Defense Initiative 
SDP Social Democratic party 
SESC Securities and Exchanges Surveillance Commission 
SHIN RENGO (NIHON RODOKUMIAI SORENGO-KAI) Japanese 
_ Trade Union Confederation 
SHITETSU-SOREN (NIHON SHITETSU RODOKUMIAI 
SORENGO-KAI) General Federation of Private Railway 
Workers Unions of Japan 
SNF Short-Range Nuclear Force 
SOR synchrotron orbit radiation 
STA Science and Technology Agency 
START Strategic Arms Reduction Talks 
a oe 
TCCI Tokyo Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
TOPIX Tokyo stock price index 
TRISTAN transposable ring-intersecting storage accelerator in Nippon 
TRON the realtime operating system nucleus 
TSE Tokyo Stock Exchange 
mail Gon 
UAE United Arab Emirates 
U.K. United Kingdom 
U.N. United Nations 
UFO unidentified flying object 
ULSIs ultra-large-scale integrated circuit chips 
UNC United Nations Command 
UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
UNEP United Nations Environment Program 
UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza- 
tion 
UNFPA United Nations Fund for Population Activities 
UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
UNMOVIC United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection 
: Commission 
UNSC United Nations Security Council 
UPI United Press International 


USTR U.S. Trade Representative 
UV-B ultraviolet-B 
ak * See 
VAT Value-Added Tax 
VCRs videocassette recorders | 
VOA Voice of America 
VTRs videotape recorders 
ate WD ais 
WHO World Health Organization 
WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization 
WTO World Trade Organization 
WWE World Wide Fund for Nature 
ae, ae 
ZENCHU (ZENKOKU NOGYO KUMIAI CHUOKAI) Central Union of 
Agricultural Cooperatives 
ZENGINKYO (ZENKOKU GINKO KYOKAI) Japanese Bankers 
Association 
ZENNO (ZENKOKU NOGYO KYODO KUMIAI RENGOKAI) Federation 
of Agricultural Cooperative Associations 


Major News of January 2004 


Jan. 1 (Thursday) 


Front Page News 
Ashcroft removes himself from CIA agent leak case 
Halliburton loses lucrative Iraq oil deal to U.S. military 
Heavy security shrouds 2004 New Year’s revelry 
SDF dispatch decision like a double-edged sward 


Foreign News 

China accuses Chen of waging ‘holy war’ against the 
mainland (p4) 

Detention could end for Algerian held from 9/11 (p5) 

Israel to double number of Golan settlers: minister (p6) 

Iran death toll rises to 28,000 (p7) 

U.S. is ready to tighten rules on use of beef in 
hamburgers (p8) 

Santa says he’s broke after funds are cut off (p8) 


Domestic News 
Population set to decline as births fall again (p2) 


Chinese victims of poison arms leak get £300 million 
(p2) 
Ministry profilers to give short-termers hard look (p2) 
Embassy in Beijing cautions Japanese to be wary of 
SARS (p2) 
Hashimoto urges Koizumi to diversify diplomacy (p3) 
Business News 
Founder of Don Quijote empire revels in breaking all 
the rules (p9) 
Final US. figures for year a letdown (p10) 
U.S. calls 10 years on NAFTA ‘a success’ (p11) 
Air traffic to grow for first time since 9/11 (p11) 
Singapore sees brighter 2004 (p11) 
Sports News 
Arise Sir Clive; Woodward knighted as Rugby World 
Cup winners honored (p18) 
Editorial 
Year of tests for Asian democracy (p12) 


Jan. 2 (Friday) 
No paper was issued due to press holiday. 


Jan. 3 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 
Koizumi takes more flak over new year Yasukuni visit 
Thousands demonstrate in Hong Kong 
New Year’s Day peaceful across U.S. despite terrorism 
alert, flight hitches 


Foreign News 

Seoul says Pyongyang has invited team of U.S. experts 
to Yongbyon (p4) 

Candidate files libel suit against Taiwan president (p4) 

Bush denies involvement in probe over CIA leak (p5) 

Recovery, peace dominate world New Year’s messages 
(p6) 

Schroeder to attend 60" D-Day anniversary (p7) 

Africans call for wars’ end, seek more help from West 
(p7) 

Pope urges ‘new world order’ with United Nations at 
center (p/) | 

Chicago tops nation for homicides again (p8) 


Domestic News 
Tanaka wanted China to have Concordes (p2) 
Japan poised to hand U.S. industrial espionage suspect 
(p2) 
Traffic deaths below 8,000 in 2003 (p2) 
Moms bring Japanese skills to Californian school 
Emperor offers New Year’s greetings (p2) 
Kato back — but he’s not his old self (p3) 


Business News 
Music industry fears bad 2003 was just the beginning 
(pil) 
Daiei signs deal on stadium, hotel (p12) 
Sports News 
Shinozuka powers to first place (p18) 
Komazawa University takes first day (p18) 
Q-chan recognized for road records (p18) 
Jubilo ends 20-year Emperor’s Cup drought (p20) 


Editorial 
Vote buying saps democracy (p16) 


Jan. 4 (Sunday) 


Front Page News 
All 148 aboard charter jet killed in crash off Egypt 
Yongbyon visit on agenda as three groups of U.S. 
experts plan travel 
More BA flights off as safety net tightens 
Iran wants to hold off U.S. mission 
Foreign News 
Vajpayee rules out any bilateral talks at summit (p3) 
N. Korea to be asked to scrap any nuclear energy 
program (p3) 
Indonesia to change visa regulations (p3) 
U.S., IAEA mull ways to halt Libyan row (p4) 
Annan says U.N. is looking to expand presence in Iraq 


(p4) 


Brazil to fingerprint American visitors (p6) 
Domestic News 
LDP’s Arai admits role in buying No. 9 votes (p2) 
Planned new Tokyo bank threatens lenders that are 
presently struggling (p2) 
Vacationers swamp airports, stations (p2) 
Business News 
South Asian free trade zone set (p16) 
U.S. manufacturing grew in December at two-decade 
high (p17) 
Huge Asia market for U.S. ‘variety meats’ dries up 
(p17) 
Sports News 
Nakamura fails in WBC title bid (p18) 
Komazawa completes ekiden relay hat trick (p19) 


Editorial 
Ten words that mirror a year (p12) 


Jan. 5 (Monday) 


Front Page News 
_U.S. Mars rover lands safety, sends photos 
U.S. to fingerprint, photograph 23 million arriving 
foreigners this year 
New Year’s holiday makers swamp planes, trains 
Foreign News 
Pakistani, Indian leaders meet at SAARC summit (p3) 


Grim debris carpets Red Sea after crash (p4) 

Afghanistan’s lawmakers agree on historic new 
constitution (p4) 

Western-educated Saakashvili seen winning Georgia 
election (p5) 

Top Colombian rebel leader nabbed (p5) 

Castro marks 1959 revolution (p6) 

NATO faces tests as new chief takes over (p8) 

France calls smoking top killer (p9) 


Domestic News 
DPJ may agree to relax ban on weapons exports (p2) 
Asahi, Itochu enter China beverage deal (p2) 
GSDF advance team to bring machineguns on Iraq 


mission (p2) 
A-bomb hall shows Photo of U.S. POW (p2) 


Sports News 
Mifune takes Hong Kong Classic (p19) 
Sunflowers bag fourth straight title (p19) 
Tokuyama defends WBC title (p20) 
Editorial 
Restoring a nuclear-energy policy (p16) 


Jan. 6 (Tuesday) 


Front Page News 
Indian, Pakistani leaders hold talks 
TSE joins other bourses in upbeat start 
We brought down Egyptian plane: Islamists 
‘Bin Laden’ tape mentions Hussein held 
Afghan delegates relieved constitution talks finished 


Firms ‘freeze’ atomic plant in the works for 28 years 


Foreign News 
SARS fear spreads as China starts animal cull (p4) 
Hopes fade for talk this month to resolve N. Korea 
nuclear crisis (p4) 
Briton living in Australia said to be true heir to British 


throne (p4) 


Saakashvili claims victory in Georgia vote (p5) 


Blair, on brief visit to Iraq, says conflict is test case (p5) 


Democratic candidates gang up on campaign front- 
runner Dean (p6) 

NASA waits for Spirit rover to send color images of 
Mars (p7) 


New Jersey becomes the second U.S. state to allow stem 


cell research (p7) 


Domestic News 
Sumitomo unit settle sex bias suit (p2) 


NEC caught overcharging Defense Agency 63 sition 


(p2) 
Fallout over Yasukuni continues (p2) 
“Teacher to the end’ held nothing back from kids (p2) 
Sumo ranks’ crime patrols also good PR (p3) 
Hotel now opens its doors to Hansen’s patients (p3) 
Business News 
Mobile phone giants strive for pre-eminence in 3G 
market (p10) 
Sales of new vehicles rise for first time 1n three years 
(p10) 
Official slams U.S. response to mad cow (p10) 
Big Three car blitz promises tough competition (p13) 
Sports News 
Ito wins Continental Cup meet (p19) 


Palander bags slalom despite cast on arm (p19) 


Editorial 
Danger signs in Serbia (p16) 


Jan. 7 (Wednesday) 


Front Page News 
U.S. ports and airports begin biometric program 
Iran says diplomatic ties with Egypt will be restored, 
ending 25-year split 
Charles “behind death plot’: Diana letter 
North Korea offers ‘bold’ concessions 
Foreign News 
Pakistan and India to ‘make history’ with peace talks 
(p4) 
U.S. delegations leave for N. Korea visit (p4) 
Washington maintains its sanctions on Libya (p5) 
Terrorist group’s claim it downed Egyptian jet 
‘unfounded’: de Villepin (p6) 
Mad cow belongs in family of strange diseases (p7) 


~Domestic News 


Advance Iraq unit set; may go in mid-January (p2) 

Diet to convene Jan.19, finish in time for election (p2) 

North Korea wants Japan to abandon its ‘hostile’ stance 
(p2) 

Fukuda cool on specter of secular alternative to 
Yasukuni (p2) 

Raising retirement age eases, adds strains (p3) 

Kin allowed to view CAL crash victims’ photos (p3) 

Business News | 
Workplace nurseries finding fledgling footing (p12) 
Tanigaki promises to fight ‘speculative’ ascent of yen 


(p12) 
Sony’s Idei ranked among worst managers of 2003 


(p12) 
China taps $45 billion to bail out state banks (p14) 
Airlines wary of security steps (p15) 
Sports News : 
Roof for Winbledon ... in 2009 (p19) 
Ralf Schumacher calls off talks (p19) 
Editorial 
Constitution just the beginning (p16) 


Jan. 8 (Thursday) 


Front Page News 
U.S. case of mad cow from Canada 
Bush seeks to let illegals stay, work 
Rock-strewn Mars reveals true colors 
Indian, Pakistani leaders agree to hold February peace 
talks 
Foreign News 
Expect al-Qaeda attack ‘every 3 months’ (p4) 
Chirac seeks to soothe tension over head scarf ban (p5) 
Saakashvili faces struggle after poll win (p6) 
Simitis seeks March elections for Greece (p6) 
Diana ‘wasn’t pregnant at 1997 death’ (p7) 
Former Sen. Bill Bradley backs Dean (p7) 
‘Reflecting Absence’ is chosen for WTC site (p8) 
Domestic News 
Pyongyang sought talks with trade chiefs (p2) 
Travel agencies on guard for SARS but see no heavy 
cancellations yet (p2) 


GSDF advance team for Iraq gets Kanzaki’s nod (p2) 
Japan, Panama laud 100-year link (p2) 
German expert heads WHO Kobe Center (p3) 


Business News 


Dollar now expected to hit * 100 (p10) 
Decision on beef ban will wait for fact-finding team 
(p10) 
International luxury hotel chains set sights on central 
Tokyo market (p10) 
U.S. team wins $1.8 billion Iraq contract (p12) 
Canada says its beef is safe, urges lifting of bans (p13) 
Sports News 
The Naritas clean up in Hakuba (p21) 
Masuoka takes over lead in Dakar Rally (p22) 
Editorial 
High economic hopes for 2004 (p18) 


Jan. 9 (Friday) 


Front Page News 
Global warming may kill of million-plus species by 
2050 
New Komeito backs dispatch of advance GSDF unit to 
Iraq 
Chinese waitress may have SARS 
Foreign News 
Indian woman kills self after rape (p4) 
Man pulled out alive 13 days after Iran quake (p5) 
Brazil, U.S. seek to smooth immigration issue (p5) 
Fundraisers netted Bush $130 million (p6) 
‘Domestic News 
Robbery defendant served warrant over Fukuoka 
murders (p2) 
Reporters get Iraq combat lessons (p2) 
SDF Iraq role seen as barometer for future (p2) 
Koizumi visits Teshima’s illegal waste dump (p2) 
Firms fear Seoul’s easier rules on Japan’s culture (p3) 
Singapore’s ‘koi hotels’ feel chill wind from Japan carp 
virus (p3) 
Business News 
Feds trump states in bank rules (p7) 
Canadian beef producers seek cross-border mad cow 
solution (p8) 
Japan, U.S. plan to restore faith in beef (p9) 
Farm products tracked with use of IC tags (p9) 
Forbes picks Matsushita’s Nakamura as its Asian 
businessman of the year (p9) 
Sports News 
Masuoka soldiers on, ups Dakar Rally lead (p24) 
Morioka vs. Major League Baseball: Not a pretty 
picture (p24) 
Editorial 
Setting labor disputes efficiently (p18) 


Jan. 10 (Saturday) 


Front Page News — 
Bush to unveil moon colony plan 
_GSDF advance unit given Iraq marching orders 
_ Palestinian premier threatens to push for Arab-Jewish 
state 
Foreign News 
Beijing set to dispatch envoy to U.S. to discuss N. 


Korean nuclear standoff (p4) 
France, Libya resolve UTA bombing dispute (p5) 
New aircraft to shoot for around-the-world record (p5) 
USA Today reporter resigns amid allegations he 
fabricated news stories (p7) 
Three abducted U.S. children found safe (7) 
Domestic News 
Attacker with mental problems indicted (p2) 
Media urged to show restraint in reporting on SDF 
mission specifics (p2) 
No subsidies, no projects: Ishihara (p2) 
Slump spells trouble for sister-city ties (p3) 
Picture for July election gets clearer (p3) 
Cambodia ponders merits of used Japanese goods 


(p3) 
Business News 
Foreign-exchange reserves at all-time high (p8) 
Takenaka seeks German angle on postal reforms (p8) 
U.S. eyes termination of beef ban; Japan seeks 
assurances on Safety (p8) 
Japan, Malaysia set to hold first free-trade talks (p8) 
Euro’s rise setting off alarms (p11) 
H.K. economy still world’s freest: survey (p11) 
Sports News 
Sugiyama battles into Gold Coast final (p18) 
Ogi inducted into Hall (p19) 
Masuoka gives up on Dakar win (p20) 
Editorial 
Postcards from the red planet (p16) 


Jan. 11 (Sunday) 


Front Page News 
U.S. delegation visits N. Korea nuke plant 
U.S. declares Hussein prisoner of war 
Libya to pay in downing of French plane 
Foreign News 
Taiwan foresees military balance tipping (p3) 
N. Korea offered $50 million for talks (p3) 
Annan talks with U.S., U.K. envoys on United Nations’ 
postwar Iraq role (p4) 
U.S. lowers level of terrorism threat (p4) 
Summit of Americas to focus on terrorism (p5) 
U.S. may withdraw heavy army units from Germany 
(p5) 
Second U.S. herd of 129 cows tied to diseased ordered ° 
killed (p6) 
Iowa’s Harking backs Howard Dean (p6) 
Domestic News 
Public interest in North Korean problems increasing: 
survey (p2) 
Some members of GSDF unit to stay in Kuwait to liaise 
with U.S. forces (p2) 
Japan bids for additional China train deal (p2) 
Researchers from Japan, U.S. go high-tech to track 
turtles (p2) 
' Kan to propose Constitution revision (p2) 
Business News 


U.S. boat motor firm raps Japanese (p16) 
West African economic union celebrates 10" birthday 


- with rise in growth (p16) 
Storied British mail trains close 160-year history (p17) 


Commercial logging of burned U.S. forests failing (p17) 


Sports News 

Ogi slides into Japan’s Hall of Fame (p19) 

Kasai soars to victory at HTB Cup (p19) 

Sugiyama rallies to win warmup for Australian Open 

(p20) 

Inoue, Baldwin capture U.S. pairs title (p20) 
Editorial 

A bid for peace in South Asia (p12) 


Jan. 12 (Monday) 


Front Page News 
Turkish Cypriot parties OK coalition 
Plan to oust Hussein said to predate 9/1 | 
Iran political move called ‘coup d’etat’ | 
Another suspected SARS case is found in south China 


Foreign News 
Thailand to probe Islamic schools (p3) 
Granting of POW status to Hussein angers Iraqis (p4) 
Muslims claim discrimination in American terrorism 
alerts (p4) 
Half of U.K. voters believe Blair lied about exposure of 
David Kelly: poll (p4) 
Kennedy campaigns for Kerry in Iowa (p5) 
Dean leads Democratic pack by big margins: poll (p5) 
Chavez slams U.S. for meddling in nation’s affairs 
before summit (p6) 
43,000 deserted Schroeder’s party (p7) 
Journalists refuse to name sources on Wen Ho Lee (p7) 
Record cold hits U.S. Northeast (p9) 
Bush’s immigration plan worries critics (p10) 
Domestic News 
Kin of 12 ‘abductees’ to file police complaints (p2) 
50,000 chicken eggs sold half year after production (p2) 
Defense chief heads out on European swing (p2) 
Tanigaki: Coordinated yen action difficult (p2) 
Scattering ashes in nature gaining social acceptance (p2) 
Sports News 
Kasai doubles up at STV Cup (p19) 
Tochiazuma upset on opening day (p20) 
Editorial 
Falling behind in the FTA race (p14) 


Jan. 13 (Tuesday) 
Front Page News 
Avian flu kills 6,000 chickens on Yamaguchi farm 
U.S. toll hits 100 in Afghanistan 
U.S. to rank air travelers by security risk 
Foreign News 
China lists third suspected SARS case this season (p4) 
North Korea seeks food production boost as aid falls 
(p4) 
Americans summit starts amid deep divisions between 
nations (p5) 
Bush waives punishment for Uzbekistan (p6) 
Dean comes under fire in Jowa campaign debate (p7) 
Secret military report links vaccines to Gulf War 
syndrome (p7) 
USA Today reporter claims he quit paper in panic (p8) 
Domestic News 
GSDF convoy to pass through Kuwait City (p2) 


China wary about Iraq deployment (p2) 
‘Historic’ Iraq dispatch also very risky: top U.S. general 
(p2) 
Fact-finders meet U.S. beef officials (p2) 
War jitters jar Japan’s airline pilots (p3) 
Business News 
U.S. seeks fresh start for stalled WTO talks (p12) 
U.S. presses China over textile trade (p12) 
China to revalue yuan in first quarter: Goldman (p12) 


Sports News 
Kasai makes it three out of three (p20) 
Sea Horses take national title (p20) 


Editorial 
Prospects dim for wage round (p16) 


Jan. 14 (Wednesday) 


Front Page News 
DPJ set to submit own proposals on Constitution 
Monitoring stepped up for avian flu 
British mass murderer ‘Dr. Death’ found hanged 


Foreign News 
North Korea changes tack, backpedals into six-way 
talks (p4) 
Bird flu spreads in Asia as risk to humans feared (p4) 
U.N. return urged in rebuilding of Iraq (p5) 
Top court won’t hear appeals over 9/11 arrests (p5) 
Sharon to seek Parliament OK for West Bank, Gaza 
withdrawal (p6) 
American leaders vow to boost democracy (p7) 
Domestic News 
North Korea escapees, NGO rep held in China (p2) 
Two held over sensitive export to North Korea (p2) 
Academic touted for U.N. posting (p2) 
U.S. base school gets bomb threat (p2) 
Samawah residents pledge to protect Japanese troops 
(p3) 
Business News 
Canadian beef import ban intact (p12) 
Security concerns jeopardize future of age-old tradition 
of ‘hanko’ seals (p12) 
Japan starts FTA talks with Malaysia (p12) 
Banks’ daily lending balance 2003 down for seventh 
consecutive year (p12) 
Six NYSE-listed firms to dual-list with Nasdaq (p14) 
WTO members delay sanctions on U.S. (p15) 
Central banks highly critical of dollar’s drop (p15) 
China posts 8.5% growth (p15) 
Sports News 
China rolls past Japan in opener (p19) 
Olympic qualifying tourneys set (p19) 
Asashoryu stays perfect (p20) 
Editorial 
Mr. Bush sets his sights on Mars (p16) 


Jan. 15 (Thursday) 
Front Page News 
Ishiba sees arms export ban lifted 
U.S. nabs relatives of No. 1 Iraqi rebel 
WHO says Asia bird flu could be worse than SARS 
Khatami quit threat fails to quell reformists 


Foreign News 


Myer’s visit marks closer ties between China, U.S. (p4) 


Prosecutors quiz Taiwan president (p4) 

Court nixes law sparing Berlusconi from trial (p6) 

Latin America, Canada leaders back Bush in fight 
against corruption (p7) 


Dean slams Iowa caucus rivals for backing Iraq war (p8) 


USA Today to probe any claims reporter faked stories 
(p8) 
Domestic News 
Bird flu so far hasn’t let to consumer panic seen with 
2001 BSE outbreak (p2) 
Fukuda lauds halt to defense briefings (p2) 


North Korea ‘ready’ to free returnee’s kin by March 20 


(p2) 


Koizumi urges LDP-DPJ efforts to revise Constitution 


(p2) 
Emperor reflects on travel joys (p2) 
Upper House electoral system upheld (p3) 
Offspring of 1970 JAL hijackers arrive from North 
- Korea (p3) 
Royalties propose for book rentals (p3) 
Business News 
Koizumi defends reform efforts (p10) 


Current account surplus rises to ¥ 1.497 billion (p10) 
Megastores prosper in spite of bleak spending 
environment (p10) 
China to buy high-tech goods worth $2.3 billion from 
U.S. (p12) 
Oil price tops $35 per barrel (p13) 
Commission sues EU nations for suspending budget 
rules (p13) 
Trial against Bank of England starts (p13) 
Sports News 
Kitajima sets Japan record (p21) 
Sugiyama gets dumped out of Sydney International 
(p22) 
Editorial 
DPJ needs a clearer identity (p18) 


Jan. 16 (Friday) 


Front Page News 
Some illegals can join national health insurance: top 
court 
Bush outlines bold plan to explore space 
Khamenei orders conservatives to trim blacklist of 
reformers 
Seoul’s foreign minister quits post following rift 
Foreign News 


Experts fear global pandemic of bird flu, influenza virus 


merge (p4) 
Australian officials shrug off SARS scare (p4) 


Europeans turned off by ‘Emperor’ Bush’s Texas 
swagger: Aznar (p5) 

Israel seals off Gaza Strip crossings after suicide 
bombing by woman (p6) 

Berger is sworn in as Guatemala’s new leader (p6) 

Mbeki: Africa’s renaissance not complete without 
Congo (p6) 

Domestic News 

Yamaguchi Prefecture failed to test for bird flu (p2) 

Five register for Osaka gubernatorial election (p2) 

Elementary schools reported 22 harmful intrusions in 


03 (p2) 

Women become youngest recipients of literary award 
(p2) 

5.73 million foreigners entered in ’03 (p2) 

Defense Agency briefings spat cotinues (p3) 

Core GSDF unit may travel to Iraq later this month, 
suggests Ishiba (p3) 


Business News 
JP Morgan, Bank One link in $58 billion deal (p7) 
Fed reports recovery on track (p8) 
EU President Prodi says euro currency surge ‘not 
positive’ (p8) 
Deflation goal gets moved back (p9) 
Japan seeks WTO nod to target U.S. (p9) 
Seoul to halt antidumping probe (p9) 


Sports News 
Sixth-seeded Asagoe advances to final (p22) 
Tuffy: Money not behind move to Giants (p22) 
Another record for Kitajima (p23) 
Japan picks up first victory (p23) 
Editorial 
_ A dangerous flu season (p18) 


Jan. 17 (Saturday) 


Front Page News | 
GSDF advance team departs for Iraq 
Koizumi pitches Iraq, reforms to LDP 
Israel set to resume killing top militants 


Foreign News 
Vietnam orders mass slaughter of chickens (p4) 
Sri Lanka’s president insists on extended term (p4) 
Report on dead scientist looms on Blair’s horizen (p5) 
Jackson set for court appearance (p7) 
Fully functional ‘robot scientist’ created in U.K. (p7) 


Domestic News 
Hepatitis sufferers win appeal and state redress (p2) 
Tokyo questions agenda behind Pyongyang overtures | 
(p2) 
Envoys in North Korea meet with detained Japanese 
(p2) 
Asylum-seeker can stay with family (p2) 
Seoul issues controversial stamp, draws flak from irate 
Kawaguchi (p3) 
Shiretoko named candidate for UNESCO heritage list 
(p3) 
Business News 
U.S. needs to address twin deficits, Taniguchi says (p8) 
Pricey Aussie beef a turnoff for shoppers ? (p8) 
Nine-to-five ATMs passe as banks jump on 24-hour 
bandwagon (p8) 
Income tax hikes inevitable: panel (p8) 
EU, Japan plan trade retaliation for U.S. law (p11) 


Italian minister urges reform as Parmalat scandal widens 


(pil) 
Sports News 
Tatsunami re-signs with Dragons (p19) 
' Masuoka’s hopes fade in Dakar Rally (p19) 
Japan draw with Iran, Oman, Thailand (p19) 
Editorial 
The Americas strike a deal (p16) 


Jan. 18 (Sunday) 


Front Page News 
U.S. death toll in Iraq hits 500 as three soldiers killed 
Jackson pleads innocent amid spectacle at court 
Kobe remembers 6,433 victims on anniversary of 
earthquake 
Koizumi proposes new IT ministry to reduce red tape 


Foreign News 

More fall sick as WHO reports fourth death from bird 
flu (p3) 

S. Korea, U.S. agree to pull troops out of Seoul (p3) 
Musharraf gets rough ride on parliamentary debut (p3) 
Iran reformists vow to keep fighting for free polls (p4) 
Muslims begin international protests of scarf ban (p5) 
NASA move spells end for Hubble in ’07 (p6) 


Domestic News | 
Communist Party drops ‘revolution’ call ((p2) 
Osaka’s governor candidates target bureaucracy, 
economy (p2) | 
Yokota’s daughter may come to Japan (p2) 
Nearly 590,000 begin university tests (2) 
Ozawa appears on Austrian stamp (p2) 


Business News 
U.S. Mars bid driven by aerospace, energy firms (p16) 
U.S. sentiment, production higher (p16) 
WTO backs tariffs imposed by U.S. on Canada lumber 
(p17) 
Sports News 
Kanto freezes Waseda for title (p18) 
Masuoka tops stage at Dakar Rally (p19) 
Kato to move to French league (p19) 
_ Miura rewrites Guinness record (p19) 
Editorial 
Europe’s tower of Babel (12) 


Jan. 19 (Monday) 


Front Page News 

Armored SDF vehicles delivered to Kuwait City 

Car bomb kills many at Iraq coalition HQ 

51.6% oppose SDF dispatch to Iraq but Cabinet support 
up 

Experts hunt for more human cases of bird flu in 
Vietnam after four die 

U.S. doctor claims to have implanted cloned human 
embryo 

Foreign News 

China raises SARS alert (p3) 

Deal to pull U.S. troops from Seoul needs Parliament 
OK (p3) 

U.S. toll in Iraq equals first four Vietnam years (p4) 

President to frame re-election agenda in State of Union 
(p5) 

Muslims, in worldwide rallies, protest French ban on 
scarves (p6) 

‘Madman’ hit Diana’s car: witness (p6) 

WWII aerial photos posted on Net (p6) 


Domestic News | 
LDP makes concession on ‘citizen judge’ plan (p2) 
SiX miss out on kidney transplants due to error in 
software (p2) 
Pyongyang trip yields no progress on abduction issue 


(p2) 


Sports News 
Nakamura takes World Cup gold (p19) 
Japan books Olympic place (p19) 
Editorial 
Cracking down on crime groups (p16) 


Jan. 20 (Tuesday) 


Front Page News 
Advance GSDF unit crosses Iraq border 
Koizumi seeks support for dispatch 
Pyongyang arms threat, abductions still lead 
Kawaguchi's list 
Vietnam bird flu claims fifth life 


Foreign News 


Food aid cut off for 2.7 million in North Korea (p5) 
Japan must atone for WWII: A-bomb victim (p5) 
Kerry, Edwards shock Democrat front-runners (p6) 
Israel set to challenge ruling by World Court (p7) 
Rare mountain gorillas on the increase: survey (p8) 


Domestic News 
Yamaguchi sends out an SOS over avian flu (p2) 
Engine-part cracks ground 120 domestic JAS flights 
(p2) 
Protest halts work on homeless shelter (p2) 
Crime down — but serious offenses up (p2) 
Rules eased for Brazilian students (p2) 
Lower House OKs Arai’s resignation (p2) 
Highway privatization panelists face off (p3) 


Business News 


_ Farm ministry wary of more BSE cases in U.S. (p10) 
Government says economy ‘recovering steadily’ (p10) 
Taniguchi promises to implement fiscal debt remedies, 

tax reforms (p10) 
EU finance ministers to kick off 2004 with headaches 
(p13) 
Sports News 
Japanese players make history in Hula Bowl (p18) 
Japan falls to China in final (p19) 
Sato bags title at Swedish International (p19) 
Kitajima breaks record in losing effort (p19) 
Editorial 
A place for ‘judicial positivism’ (p16) 


Jan. 21 (Wednesday) 


Front Page News 
Kerry nails shock victory in Iowa caucuses 
China’s growth rate hits scorching 9.1% 
GSDF team to build ties with Iraqis 
Japan troops in Samawah receive warning of terrorist 
attack 
Foreign News 
China set to test experimental SARS vaccine on humans 
(p5) 
Annan eyes sending team to Iraq to save power transfer 
plan (p6) 
Blair expects to survive report on Kelly suicide, vote on 
tuition fees (p6) 
French political tensions hiked (p7) 
Montesinos to appear in Lima court on charges of illegal 
arms trafficking (p7) 


Domestic News 


_ DPJ lawmaker accused of false graduation claim (p2) 
Pyongyang facing sanctions (p2) 
Ministry unveils outlines of highway reform bills (p2) 
City staff told to wave flag for Emperor (p2) 
AIDS via transfusion confirmed (p2) 
Nuke waste leaves France for. Japan (p2) 
Flaws ground 95 more JAS flights (p2) 
Officials lobby LDP rebels over SDF dispatch (p3) 
Business News 
BOJ panel agrees to ease monetary grip (p12) 
Japan must up immigration 11-fold as society ages: 
WEF (p12) 
G-7 wants currency stability: Tanigaki (p12) 
November economic gauge upgraded (p12) 
ASEAN drafts blueprint for integration (p15) 
WTO panel sides with U.S. on Canadian lumber duties 


(p15) 


Sports News 
J. League set for changes in 2005 (p19) 
‘Daimayjin’ quits Mariners (p20) 

Editorial 
Reform key to Mr. Koizumi’s future (p16) 


Jan. 22 (Thursday) 


Front Page News 
Kan tells Koizumi to resign over Iraq 
Bush makes his case for re-election 
Rover uncovers puzzle with ‘chemical glue’ in Mars’ 
soil 
Fiscal constraints mean smaller Japanese handouts for 
U.N. 
Foreign News 
Doubt on actor-candidate’s roots stirs Philippine poll 
chaos (p4) 
Shiites demand Hussein be tried in [rag (p5) 
U.K. use of cluster bombs could be a ‘war crime’ (p5) 
British, U.N. and U.S. disarmament inspectors in Libya 
(p6) 
_ France may add beards to list of religious taboos (p7) 
Kerry picking up steam as Dean admits he must regroup 
(ps8) 
Domestic News 
New Komeito to OK dispatch (p2) 
34,000 chickens buried in Yamaguchi (p2) 
Yakuza numbers up again 2003 (p2) 
Naha drops city flag-waving order (p2) 
French interior minister denies slur on sumo (p3) 
Japan Highway to create privatization preparatory panel 
(p3) 
Business News 
Yoshinoya expansion on despite U.S. beef ban (p10) 
Daikin to increase European output (p10) 
World Bank will help Russia prepare for G-8 
chairmanship (p13) 
India will keep lion’s share of global outsourcing 
business (p13) 
Sports News 
Japanese boxers given title shots (p21) 
Japanese fare badly in Bangkok (p21) 
Editorial 
Don’t politicize the BSE issue (p18) 


Jan. 23 (Friday) 


Front Page News 
Talks will solve crisis in N. Korea: Powell 
ASDF unit leaves for Kuwait to the sound of cheers, 
Jeers 
Japan halts Thai poultry imports over human avian flue 
case 


Foreign News 
Weired, wonderful variety colors Chinese New Year 
celebrations (p4) 
Key Cambodian labor leader gunned down (p4) 
Bush may seek additional $40 billion after election (p5) 
U.S. lawmakers to visit Libya (p6) 
Iran denies it got help from Pyongyang (p6) 


~ Domestic News 


Group urges landlords to accept foreign tenants (p2) 
Ozawa followers form DPJ faction (p2) 
Media agree to restrain Iraq coverage (p2) 
Armitage likely to visit Tokyo (p2) 
Risky North Korea rescue left unfinished (p3) 
_UN. official seeks help getting word out about rice (p3) 


Business News 
Mannesmann trial highlights German clash of corporate 
styles with U.S. (p7) 
Corporate America keen on moving jobs abroad (p8) 
Iraq-rebuild contractors nervous on sovereignty (p8) 
U.S. rules out testing all cows (p9) 
Panel OKs late-night sale of over-the-counter drugs (p9) 
Market rally lines pockets of online brokerages (p9) 
Tanigaki, Fukui discuss yen stance ahead of G-7 
meeting (p9) 
Sports News 
Shimizu to run in Tokyo Marathon (p23) 
Asashoryu keeps on rolling (p24) 
Editorial 
Mr. Bush kicks off his campaign (p18) 


Jan. 24 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 
Pan-Asian bird flu reignites WHO fear of mass 
epidemic 
Samawah area safe for troops, GSDF pair back from 
Iraq say 
Japan to maintain import ban on U.S. beef 
Foreign News 
Government caught in coverup as Thai bird flu cases 
confirmed (p4) 
U.N. official labels North Korea nuclear issue ‘most 
dangerous problem’ (p4) 
Saudis, U.S. target charity linked to terrorism (p5) 
Sharon says he won’t step down (p6) 
British police chief prepared to question Prince Charles 
over Diana’s death (p6) 


Domestic News 
China relays Pyongyang overture (p2) 
Doctors paid to ‘lend’ names to other hospitals (p2) 
Main ASDF team arrives in Kuwait (p2) 
Again, Koga did not graduate: Pepperdine (p3) 
Japan wants ITER data center in France, reactor in 
Japan (p3) 


Sports News 
Ai-chan to take part in Japan Top 12 (p19) 
Tamura starts well at Four Continents (p19) 
Editorial 
The envoy and the artwork (p16) 


Jan. 25 (Sunday) 


Front Page News 
Toyota outstrips Ford to claim No.2 berth 
Libya hands U.N. team drawings of nuclear weapon 
GSDF report paves way for Komeito dispatch approval 
Orbiter finds evidence off water at Mars pole 


Foreign News 
_ Thai government under fire for handling of health crisis 

(p3) 

Sky divers set free fall world record (p3) 

Investigators say top Pakistani scientists shared nuclear 
secrets (p3) 

Chief U.S. arms hunter quits, says no Iraq stockpiles to 
be found (p4) | 

Separated Egyptian twin walks (p5) 

Bush’s political landscape far better than father’s (p5) 


Domestic News 
Cal State fuels Koga’s misery (p2) 
Teachers sue Tokyo over anthem (p2) 
SDP to woo voters with new platform (p2) 
GSDF stalled by defective councils (p2) 


“¥ 26 billion set aside for hospitals in Iraq (p2) 


Business News 
U.S. beef exports may drop 75% (p16) 
Danes happy to work beyond 65 (p16) 
German union rejects offer for manufacturing workers 
(p17) 
One-day public sector strike hits Portugal (p17) 
Sports News 
Ex-Swallow Takatsu finds his field of dreams in the 
Windy City (p18) 
Yamada sets new record (p19) 
Tojo is second at World Cup event (p19) 
Ljoekelsoey flies to win in Sapporo (p19) 
Asashoryu bags fifth Emperor’s Cup (p20) 
Ota skates away with gold at Four Continents event 
(p20) 
Editorial 
Dealing with the new South Korea (p12) 
Mr. Chen’s ‘peace’ referendum (p12) 


Jan. 26 (Monday) 


Front Page News 
Ten U.S. soldiers and Iraqis killed in bombing incidents 
Second U.S. rover lands on Mars; ailing Sprit re- 
establishes contact 
Final go-ahead expected for main troop dispatch 
Kerry could beat Bush if election held now, poll finds 


Foreign News 
Aussies want British queen dumped: poll (p3) 
Kashmir tense for Indian national day (p3) 
Cheney asks war critics to help tackle terrorism (p4) 
Majority want Blair to resign if rapped by Kelly probe: 


poll (p5) 
Dean, Kerry spar on Iraq as vote nears (p5) 


‘Rose revolution’ leader Saakashvili sworn in Georgia 
(p7) 

France fetes China with parade amid protests over 
human rights (p9) 

Britain plans to give Gates honorary knighthood (p9) 

Domestic News 

Protesters rally in Tokyo against dispatch of troops to 
Iraq (p2) 

No change to government fertility rules for now (p2) 

Couple held after teenager found on edge of starvation 
(p2) 

Japan, Pakistan stage security talks (p2) 

Imperial Couple visit Hansen’s facility (p2) 


Sports News 
Yamaoka snares World Cup halfpipe (p21) 
Sakamoto wins in Osaka (p21) 
Yamada sets another record (p21) 
Okabe becomes oldest to win JRA race (p21) 


Editorial 
Respecting a pillar of democracy (p18) 


Jan. 27 (Tuesday) 


Front Page News 
Koizumi Oks dispatch of main GSDF unit 
Bird flue kills up to six in Thailand as epidemic spreads 
‘Interplanetary hole-in-one’ scored as NASA lands 
second probe on Mars 
Foreign News 
Indonesia denies bird flue outbreak covered up (4) 
EU ministers debate lifting 15-year ban on China arms 
Sales (p4) 
Democratic hopefuls seek New Hampshire votes (p5) 
U.S. Navy jet’s arrival in Libya signals new era (p6) 
‘Rings’ wins four Golden Globes (p7) 
Nazi medical experiment victims reveal long-held 
secrets to world (p8) 
Domestic News 
Protests over homeless shelter in vain: mayor (p2) 
Coalition parties, DPJ iron out North Korea sanctions 
bill (p2) 
Samawah party leaders grateful for Japan troops ([2) 
Rengo facing crisis over ‘shunto’ (p3) 
Retrial again sought for painter convicted of 1948 
poisonings (p3) 
Business News 
Trade surplus expands for second straight year (p10) 
Automakers see record global output (p10) 
Yen’s rise against dollar shakes Fukui’s optimism (p10) 
JETRO to teach Iraqis about oil (p10) 
Hitachi, Omron poised to forge ATM alliance (p10) 
Aussie-U.S. trade deal sours over sugar (p13) 
Gates pushes Mideast e-government (p13) 
Bird flue depresses Asia travel issues (p13) 


Sports News 
Pros, high schools to join forces (p19) 
Nagase wins Super-A class meet (p19) 
Editorial 
Defuse the debt bomb (p16) 


Jan. 28 (Wednesday) 
Front Page News 


Koga to quit DPJ over false claims 

Bird flu hits China; another Thai dies 

Bush facing mounting pressure over Iraqi elections, 
WMD | 

American authorities missed al-Qaeda clues: 9/11 panel 


Foreign News 

China blames bird flu for duck deaths near Vietnam(p4) 

Taiwanese missile referendum a ‘grave error,’ warns 
Chirac (p4) 

Agent who turned away ‘20"” 9/11 hijacker testifies at 
probe (p5) 

NASA scientists ‘blown away’ by Mars images (p6) 

Democratic candidates race across N.H. before primary 


(p6) 
Putin challenger loses party support (p6) 


Domestic News 
Kyoto moves reporters over terror threat in Iraq (p2) 
Families of slain diplomats to receive special pensions 
(p2) 
Japan criticized over detainees’ deportations (p2) 
Couple admit starving man’s son into a coma (p3) 
Oita to help foreign students land jobs via new Web site 
(p3) 
Experts say act now, stop Pyongyang (p3) 
Business News 
China chicken meat now banned (p12) 
FSA to launch probe into major bank loans (p12) 
Regional economies earn second straight upgrade (p12) 


Australian rogue trade losses twice the estimate (p14) 
A decade off bulging U.S. deficit forecast (p15) 


_Moody’s downgrades ratings for Philippines, citing risks 


(p15) 
World Com has grounds for lawsuit (p15) 
Sports News 
| Japan to face Nigeria, Greece (p19) 
Arrest warrant sought for Kim (p19) 
Editorial 
Come clean on Iraq (p16) 


Jan. 29 (Thursday) 


Front Page News 
Bird flu crisis meeting opens in Thailand 
Kerry keeps momentum with solid win in N.H. 
Senior U.K. judge clears Blair in death of Iraq arms 
expert 
Japan to send civilian medics to Iraq 
Foreign News 
Young Oscar hopeful woken with good news (p4) 
9/11 plane crew calm in tape (p5) 
Expert to testify on Iraq WMD search (p5) 
U.S. admits Afghan election may not take place in June 
(p6) 
French OK draft law on head scarf ban (p7) 
Germany remembers Auschwitz (p7) 
Foreigners seize Oscar nominations (p8) 
Domestic News 
"94 Pyongyang pact architect says U.S. feared a nuclear 
Tokyo, Seoul (p2) 
SDF to vote for Pyongyang-sanctions bill (p22) 
Ikeda, known for work in Peru hostage standoff, dies 
(p2) 
Koizumi slip delays Diet debate on Iraq (p2) 


‘Citizen judge’ system close to reality (p3) 
LDP wins Nippon Keidanren’s stamp of approval (p3) 


Business News 


Australia plugs its beef at Tokyo tasting party (p10) 

Currency intervention raises eyebrows (p10) 

Cattle futures trading prior to mad cow news examined 
(p12) 

Lawyers trade barbs at Stwart’s trial (p13) 

Napster, iTunes to open European sites (p13) 


Sports News 
BayStars set sights on Sasaki; Giants in no hurry to talk 
(p20) 
Takanohana to take over from dad (p21) 
IOC vice president Kim arrested (p21) 


Editorial 
Defense policy put to test (p18) 


Jan. 30 (Friday) 


Front Page News 
Japanese child hurt in ax attack at Seoul school 


Patent lawsuit costs Hitachi ** 163 million 
BBC execs resign as Blair basks in inquiry vindication 
Japan turns up heat on North Korea as sanctions bill 
clears Lower House 
Foreign News 
Nervous Asia readies bird flu crackdowns (p4) 
Philippine leader dismisses rumors of coup bid (4) 
Judge’s harsh criticism lead to BBC exec quitting (p5) 
Canada delays gay marriage law (p5) 
MyDoom clogs e-mail traffic as variant targets 
Microsoft (p5) 
Israel frees 400 in swap with Hezbollah (p6) 
Domestic News 
DPJ axes Koga over false academic claims (p2) 
Diet business resumes with apology by Koizumi (p2) 
Ex-posts minister sues over SDF dispatch to Iraq, 


demands *¥¥ 10,000 (p2) 
Koyama’s 22-month term upheld (p2) 
Police complaints filed over Japanese allegedly 
abducted by North Korea (p3) 
Promotional effort for Aichi Expo falling short (p3) 
Business News 
Korean bank names U.S. president (p8) 
U.S. durable goods, home sales reports disappoint (p8) 
Chinese president signs beaucoup business deals (p8) 
Prolonged U.S. beef ban feared after talks fail (p9) 
NEC, Fujitsu, Toshiba see third-quarter recovery (p9) 
Mexico’s top farm lobby supports FTA deadline (p9) 


Sports News 

Maru: Sumo needs Japanese yokozuna (p22) 
Editorial 

Paper chase fandango (p18) 


Jan. 31(Saturday) 


Front Page News 
- Jobless rate slides under 5% threshold 


Creator of blue LED wins *¥ 20 billion patent payout 
Aum chemist sentenced to hang 
Lower House panel OKs Iraq dispatch 
Foreign News 
Megawati remains front-runner in race, poll finds (p4) 


Revered Pakistani scientist 1s main suspect in leak probe 
(p4) 
Somalian factions reach peace pact (p5) 
Blair wins in BBC feud but loses ground in polls (p6) 
U.N. allows first on-site filming of movie (p6) 
Heavy snow strands thousands across Europe (p7) 
Domestic News 


Kin win £60 million for malpractice death (p2) 
Info slipups over Iraq situation might be due to staff 
shortage (p2) 

Metro teachers sue over ‘Kimigayo’ rule (p2) 

Japan space program to undergo policy review (p3) 

Panel proposes career education for kids (p3) 
Business News 

“7.15 trillion spent on intervention this month (p8) 

Bad-loan balance of 129 banks falls by *¥3.7 trillion 

(ps) 

Japanese, Thai officials mull bird flu (p8) 

Beef to run out at ‘gyudon’ eateries in March (p8) 

Mexico, Japan make no progress on FTA in talks (p8) 

EU lawmakers OK air traffic reforms (p11) 

Bird flu offers opening to Aussie chicken farmers (p11) 

U.S. economy grew at 4% rate last quarter (p11) 
Sports News 

Japanese men romp past Britain (p19) 
Editorial — 

Lessons unlearned in Asia (p16) 


